
burns, wounds, ulcers, abscesses, etc. The balsam-
oil was applied on pads of gauze, with an ex-

ternal covering of oiled silk, rubber tissue or starch
bandage. It is claimed that by its continuous sponge-
like action this dressing causes perfect drainage, and
thus saves the busy surgeon a great deal of time by
rendering antiseptic precautions unnecessary. The
balsam is used iu the strength of from 20 to 30 minims
to the ounce of oil.

Medical Inspectors for the Public Schools.
— At a meeting of the Board of Health, held Marcli
16th^ 134 medical inspectors were appointed for the
public schools, in accordance with the provision re-

cently made by the city authorities at the recommen-
dation of the Health Department, endorsed by the
Board of Education. Dr. A. Blauvelt, formerly As-
sistant Chief of the Bureau of Contagious Diseases,
was appointed Chief Inspector, at an annual salary of
$2,500.
Small-Pox in New York.— In consequence of

the discovery of three cases of small-pox, oue of which
turned up at the New York Hospital, the physicians
of the vaccination bureau of the Health Department
have been making a tour of the various lodging-houses,
116 in number, with a capacity of from 15 to 400
lodgers, and on the night of March 15th more than
5,000 individuals were vaccinated by them. While
the Board of Health cannot force a person to be vac-

cinated, the sanitary code provides that no building
can be used for lodging-house purposes in which the
inmates have not conformed to the rules of the Board,
which include vaccination. The cases of small-pox
mentioned are the first that have been reported in the
city for a considerable time.

Rear Tenements Must Go. — A bill was intro-
duced in the State Senate at Albany on March 16th,
prohibiting the erection of any tenement or dwelling-
house on a lot in the rear of another dwelling, and also
demands the removal of all such buildings now exist-
ing within six months after the passage of the act. It
will perhaps be remembered that a very large pro-
portion of the teuement-houses which have been con-

demned by the Board of Health, on account of the
high rate of mortality in them, since the authority for
such action was granted the Board by the Legislature,
have been rear buildings.

-•-

Miscellany
ORDINANCE CONCERNING EXPECTORATION.
The Board of Health of the village of Saranac

Lake, N. Y., issued the following preamble and ordi-
nance several months ago:

Whereas, The expectorated matter discharged by per-
sons having any disease of the air passages (lungs, throat,
mouth and nose) usually contains germs capable of com-

municating the same disease to other persons ; therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Board of Health of the Village of
Saranac Lake does expressly declare, that the indiscrimi-
nate discharge of such expectorated matter, in any place
where it may he the means of communicating disease to
other persons, is a nuisance dangerous to public health,
and that this Board does hereby adopt the following :

Sect. 1. All persons who expectorate in consequence
of any disease of the air passages (lungs, throat, mouth und
nose), are positively forbidden to spit or discharge such
expectorated matter upon the floor of any house, store,
church, Bchoolhouse, hall, or upon any sidewalk, or In any
dooryard, or other place where such matter may he the
means of communicating disease to other persons.
Sect. 2. Any person who shall violate the first section

of this ordinance shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
five dollars for the first offence, nor more than twenty-five
dollars for a subsequent, offence, which penalty shall be im-
posed by and at the discretion of the Board of Health.
Note.— Hotels, inns and boarding-houses should provide

suitable cuspidors for tho accommodation of their guests. Cub-
pidors should be thoroughly cleansed and disinfected daily and
should contain a small amount of germicide solution.
Persons who have occasion to expectorate when on the slreots

should carry small pieces of cheese-cloth, which, alter being
used, must bo preserved, and burned with as little delay as pos-
sible. Chinese papor napkiiiB or toilet paper will answer a
similar purpose. The casting of any of these aside, after uso,
where they may affect others, will bo regarded as a violation of
the ordinance.
Caution.— Handkerchiefs should never ho used to receivo

expectorated matter. If so used they must bo boiled, or soaked
in a germicide solution, with as little delay as possible, and
never be put with tho other articles to be laundried.

The Chairman of the Board, Dr. E. S. McClellan,
writes us under date of the 17th inst. :

" The moral sentiment in support of this ordinance is so

general here that we have not found it necessary to impose
a single penalty. A first notice usually brings the trans-
gressor to a proper sense of duty, with the assurance of
future good behavior."

RESOLUTIONS OF THE BOSTON MEDICO-PSY-
CHOLOGICAL SOCIETY ON THE REPORT OF
THE COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE
PUBLIC CHARITABLE AND REFORMATORY
INTERESTS AND INSTITUTIONS.

At a meeting on the 18th of March, 1897, of the
Boston Medico-Psychological Society, it was

Resolved, That the Society unanimously approves and
heartily endorses the recommendations made to the Legis-
lature by the special Commission to investigate the Public
Charitable and Reformatory Interests and Institutions of
the Commonwealth, as presenting for the first time a sys-
tematic and wise plan for caring for the dependent and
criminal classes in the most economical, humane and scien-
tific manner.

Resolved, That while endorsing all the measures of re-
form which this Commission proposes, the Society, taking
special interest in the care and treatment of the insane,
feels most strongly the wisdom of placing all the insane
under the care of the State, and of appointing a Commis-
sion in insanity, to consist in part of men skilled in the
knowledge of mental diseases, believing that such measures
will ensure the most humane care of the insane and will
advance our knowledge as to the best method of the pre-
vention and treatment of mental diseases.

Resolved, That the Society urges upon the Legislature
the pressing need for the enactment of such laws as may
carry into effect the recommendations of the Commission,
especially the recommendations relating to the insane.

Henry R. Stedman, M.D., )
George F. Jelly, M.D., > Committee.
Piin.ir Coombs Knapp, M.D.,)
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